D.

E.

,/?\
<R
CITY OF NOVATO
PUBLIC WORKS

Bicycle / Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Regular Meeting
Minutes

CITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
WOMACK CONFERENCE ROOM - 2nd Floor
922 MACHIN AVENUE
NOVATO, CA 94945

Wednesday, July 8, 2020 - 7:00 PM

A.CALL TO ORDER, AND ROLL CALL
Meeting was called to order at 7:17pm

Committee: Nestor Schnasse, Mark Birnbaum, Jack Gedney, Mark Vanderscoff, Joakim Osthus, Luke
Heslip

Absent: Burt Greenspan

Staff Liaison: Petr Skala, Chris Blunk Public Works Director

B.APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

M/S Gedney/Heslip All in favor 6-0-1 Nestor Schnasse, Mark Birnbaum, Jack Gedney, Mark
Vanderscoff, Joakim Osthus, Luke Heslip (Burt Greenspan absent)

C.PUBLIC COMMENT
No members of the public were in attendance.

CONSENT ITEM
D.1. Approve the meeting minutes of March 11, 2020
M/S Vanderscoff / Birnbaum. All in favor 6-0-1 Nestor Schnasse, Mark Birnbaum, Jack
Gedney, Mark Vanderscoff, Joakim Osthus, Luke Heslip (Burt Greenspan absent).

GENERAL BUSINESS
E.1. Elect Chair and Vice Chair.
Petr reminded the committee of what the limitations are as far as the term lengths and
eligibility for reelection. Joakim nominated himself for Vice Chair. Mark Birnbaum made a
motion to nominate Joakim Osthus for Vice Chair and Mark Vanderscoff for Chair, Luke
Heslip seconded the motion. All in favor 6-0-1 Nestor Schnasse, Mark Birnbaum, Jack
Gedney, Mark Vanderscoff, Joakim Osthus, Luke Heslip (Burt absent)

E.2. City of Novato Bike / Pedestrian Plan 2020 — proposed Addendum.
(Mark Birnbaum, Jack Gedney, Joakim Osthus)
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E.3.

E.4.

E.5.

In March regular meeting the prioritization of topics was discussed. What could or should
the B/PAC update? What could be put in as an addendum? There was a virtual meeting
held in April by the ad hoc committee (Mark B, Joakim O and Jack G).
The ad hoc committee created a general list of what would be feasible to update. Goal
here was to decide what specific areas they can work on or be improved.
Potential addendum topics list was created:
e An introduction, a land use map - city zoning map.
e Collision History-update data and goals from 2015.
o Use of Systemic Safety Analysis Report (SSAR).
e Collison data should be interpreted by someone that understand how it was input
use analysis that has already been done and bring it in and update it.
Chris can get the data through Petr to the committee for review.
Petr will provide a CAD based map with the ability to modify in house to create
maps that may help with this process (Existing, Proposed bikeways etc.).
e Traffic Signal bicycle detection. Chris thought it would be ideal if Mary Jo our traffic
engineer, could meet with the committee the next time they meet.

Design standard for Class IV Bike Protected Lanes.

(Nestor Schnasse)

Nestor Schnasse asked if we (the City) have s design standard for threshold speed where
the two modes - bicycle and vehicles - are working adjacent, where we would put in a
Class IV lane. Chris said we do not, it may exist but he would need to look into it.

Presentation /discussion —various bicycle / pedestrian related topics throughout
City of Novato.

(Mark Birnbaum — path from downtown SMART to Novato Creek, sidewalk gaps closure —
Sutro Avenue, bike parking near tree wells on Grant Avenue)

Mark commented on the poor condition of the path between downtown SMART and north
of Vintage Oaks by the Novato Community Hospital. He would like to see some repairs,
so it is more usable. Another problem very few of the Class | paths are lit, which makes
them unsafe for woman and children after dark. Petr previously talked to Mike Halvorsen
— street maintenance supervisor, who will look into possible / available funding. Priorities
may have changed or the revenue never came in.

Mark would also like to address the sidewalk gaps on Sutro. Chris said there is a plan to
fix, built into a project.

Bike parking on Grant Avenue in the spaces that have tree wells. He thinks u racks would
fit into these spaces and may be an incentive for people to ride downtown. Chris
responded that we have many racks on Grant and that are not fully utilized.

(Nestor Schnasse — CIP No. 19-001 2019 Novato Annual Pavement Rehabilitation
Project, City of Novato Bike / Pedestrian Plan set important goals, Center Road striping
and markings)

Nestor wanted to bring up Center Road and its need of painted center line. He says we
lack arterials and a coherent bike network. Chris said we will be repaving and restriping
Center Road next year or the year after, as it has had a lot of roadway patches / repairs
from work done by various utility agencies.

We have been talking about striping intersection approach centerlines. It is expensive to
do if you are going to tear it up and will be short lived.

Receive Updates CIP projects.

Petr provided updates on current CIP projects including the addition of the New Double
White Lines. Some streets in Novato are challenging places for pedestrians to cross,
especially on streets with four or five traffic lanes. Some of these crossing locations have
markings on the street or warning signs posted, and others have been equipped with
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flashing yellow lights to warn drivers that someone is crossing the street even if they do
not see anyone. With or without these signs, markings or flashing lights, drivers are
required by the California Vehicle Code Section 21951 to stop and remain in their lane
when a vehicle in front of them is stopped at a crosswalk. But some drivers in Novato
break this rule and change lanes to pass, endangering our pedestrians. The double white
lines are to reinforce the rules of the road so drivers will not pass a vehicle in these
locations, potentially improving pedestrian safety.

Question was asked if 19-001 annual pavement rehab was supposed to be discussed by
BPAC? Petr will make sure plans are available on the city website for the committee to
review if they wish. Chris said they will probably be starting the work by the end of next
week. They would like to finish before school starts grant money was received to rework
the bike lane in front of San Marin.

Hill Recreation area is nearing completion and will be done in about a month. It will
include a new multi-use field, as well as six pickle ball and bocce ball courts. In addition,
an all-way stop was added at the Hill Rd./ Indian Valley intersection.

Upcoming Sunset Parkway improvements were discussed by Chris.

F. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS
Joakim provided a Safe Routes to school meeting recap, including improvements in front of San
Marin high. There was also discussion regarding drop off area at Sunset Parkway near San Jose
Middle School. Chris asked who was concerned as they have already reconfigured this area twice.
The last round of changes are much better serving the students. A lot has been done to try and
mitigate the concerns.
Loma Verde pathway that connects to the schoolis in bad shape, who has responsibility for
maintaining the pathway? Is it the property owner? At the neighborhood meeting with the County and
City representatives present was determined that it is the property owner responsibility.
There will be a request to the city regarding turns onto Fairway Dr. The next neighborhood meeting
will be early September.

F.1. Consider future topics
None discussed

F.2. Next Meeting Date
Next meeting is scheduled for September 9.

G. ADJOURNMENT

Meeting was adjourned at 9:24pm

lelelal
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