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LANDSCAPE NARRATIVE

OVERALL CHARACTER

The Novato Hotel, situated within the gateway to
the wine country, evokes a Farmstead Retreat.
Tucked within a pastoral landscape of Coastal
Live Oaks and grassland meadow the landscape
strategy minimizes the development footprint in
order to preserve and enhance the performance
of the existing ecosystems on site through the
use of a native plant vernacular. “Farmstead”
architectural elements are used to frame and
accentuate the site’s natural character. The
hotel landscape, perched above an existing
wetland, integrates with the site’s hydrological
zones through a bioretention garden, swales and
meadows planted with endemic plant species

of Marin County.
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LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS

Located adjacent to highway 101, the edges of
the site are visible from a distance allowing an
opportunity to enhance the rural character via
plantings and landscape elements. The main
entry edges are accentuated with the strategic
placement of stone pillars and perimeter wood
fences, elegantly creating a sense of place.
Within the site, artistic elements are to be placed
in strategic locations, acting as focal points and
inviting guests to walk around the site without the
need for obvious trails or paths. An ecofriendly
water feature is proposed as the biofiltration
overflow and a recirculating water feature is
proposed at the pool terrace to provide natural
sounds in harmony with the site and minimize

the highway.
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THE HARDSCAPE

While much of the site will be the preserved with
grassland meadows, and the rolling California
Oak landscape, to reduce the visible impact of the
parking lot and add to the permeability of the site
and its’ watershed, the hardscape uses a variety
of paving typologies including grass pavers, earth
toned concrete unit pavers, cobble lined ditches
and accent bands. The area at the hotel drop
off is designed as a plaza with the intent to slow
cars and create a pedestrian safe environment.
The sidewalk along the hotel building is to be
special stone pavers that continue to the pool
terrace. Walls are to be earth toned and some
will have stone like textures or veneers to blend
into the natural character. An outdoor fire pit with
moveable chairs is another amenity proposed for

hotel guests.
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THE PLANT PALETTE

The plant palette is designed to integrate with the
existing pastoral landscape suitable to Novato.
This is achieved by placing coast live oak trees
intermittently throughout the rolling grassland
hillside, bordering some of the site with shrubs,
planting and native grasses in rocky drainage
swales, using rush grasses for the biofiltration
areas, and a spreading a native grassland seed
mix for the re-graded slopes along the driveways.
Trees within the PG&E easement are planted in
large wooden planter boxes that can be moved
with a fork lift in case of construction work. Plants
adjacent to the parking lot, pool and building are
a palette of hardy drought tolerant perennials
that provide a variety of textures and seasonal
interest. Plants require low levels of water and
maintenance, meeting the guidelines set by the

MWELO ordinance for water conservation.
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